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Stop Ottawa’s International Arms Bazaars!

Petition Text:   We, the undersigned, call on the City of Ottawa to respect the commitment made by City Council in 1989 to ban
war-related trade shows from municipal property by stopping “Secure Canada 2008,” “CANSEC 2009” and all other such mani-
festations of the arms trade from taking place at Ottawa City facilities, including Lansdowne Park.

In 2008, Ottawa City Staff signed a lease allowing an arms show at Ottawa’s
Lansdowne Park facility called “Secure Canada 2008.” It was cancelled, say
its organizers, due to anti-war protests and the federal government’s restric-
tions on participation in controversial events during the October election.

Background:

In 1989, the Coalition to Oppose the Arms Trade rallied thousands to Lansdowne
Park to protest ARMX—Canada’s largest arms bazaar. That year, Ottawa City
Council passed a Motion declaring that “city facilities not be leased to ARMX
or other such arms exhibitions.” As a result, the City of Ottawa has not hosted
any such manifestations of the international arms trade for almost 20 years.

An even bigger arms expo, CANSEC 2009, is scheduled for Ottawa in late
May 2009 and City Staff have been negotiating to host it at Lansdowne Park.

Rally/Candlelight Vigil, May 27, 7 pm.,  Southminster United Church, 15 Aylmer (at Bank St. just south of Canal)

Please return by May 27, 2009, to: Coalition to Oppose the Arms Trade, 541 McLeod St., Ottawa ON  K1R 5R2.         For more info.: http://COAT.ncf.ca


