Fuelling Wars:
Canada's Military Exports to Countries at War and the role of CANSEC

Although Canada is the 7th largest military exporter in the world,
 few citizens have any idea that their country plays a major role in supplying war technologies to major conflicts that are now raging around the world. 

Canada's most important military industrial trade event is an annual affair called CANSEC. Scheduled for May 27-28 in Ottawa, CANSEC 2009, will bring together about 200 of this country's largest military exporters.

Here are two data tables, based largely on government data, revealing Canada's significance as a producer and supplier of military products and services that are fuelling various wars, large and small.
Canadian Military Exports to Countries at War, 2003-2005

Between 2003 and 2005, Canada exported more than $5.6 billion in military exports to 73 countries. Of these 73 nations, 39 were then engaged in major military conflicts.  This means that 53% of the countries to which Canada exported military goods during those three years, were involved in wars, invasions and/or occupations. 
However, even more significantly, these 39 warring nations accounted for a full 90% (i.e., $5.1 billion) of the total value of Canada's military exports between 2003 and 2005. 

As usual, the largest recipient by far of Canadian military exports was the United States. It received 70% (i.e., $4 billion worth) of Canada's military exports during those three years. In 2003, the US began its "shock and awe" bombing campaign to launch the Iraq War, which has since killed an estimated 1.3 million people. The US was by then already engaged in leading its war in Afghanistan which had begun in 2001. This war has caused the deaths of Then, in 2004, the US led a so-called "Multilateral Interim Force," that invaded and occupied Haiti thus ousting its elected government and replacing it with an unelected, undemocratic puppet regime.
Thirty three of the 39 countries receiving Canadian military exports between 2003 and 2005 (i.e., 82.5%) were engaged in one or more of these three US-led military conflicts during this time period. For example, 25 recipients of Canadian military goods (62.5%) were deploying troops and hardware to the Afghan War; 11 countries (27.5%) were similarly engaged in the Iraq War and 10 countries (25%) armed forces for the invasion and/or occupation of Haiti.
In terms of the value of Canada's military exports that ended up in the hands of governments supporting these three armed conflicts: 
· $X worth (Y%) were supplied to the 25 countries engaged in Afghanistan, 
· $X worth (Y%) went to the 11 countries engaged in Iraq, and 
· exports valued at $X were sold to the 10 countries deployed to Haiti.
Only seven of Canada's military recipients between 2003 and 2005 were involved in major armed conflicts within their own borders but were not engaged in deploying troops to Afghanistan, Iraq and/or Haiti. 
Although only 10% of the countries receiving Canadian military exports in those years were not engaged in wars or major military conflicts. This does not however mean that these countries were at peace. Some, like Saudi Arabia -- which received $390 million worth of Canadian military exports (2003-2005) -- was engaged in an internal armed conflict within its boundaries that had killed more than 100. Meanwhile, many other countries receiving Canadian military hardware were aiding and abetting various foreign wars but were not supplying them with troops.

Much of the data is based on the most recently published information from the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT) provides some limited information on Canadian military exports for the years 2003, 2004 and 2005. This DFAIT data lists 72 countries that purchased Canadian military exports during these three years. However, DFAIT's report on "Canada's Military Exports" does not including any data on Canada's largest recipient of military exports, the United States. DFAIT's data also has numerous flaws and shortcomings such as:

· not including dual use technologies

· not including civilian products, such as aircraft engines, sold to military end users

· duplicate listings of data 
 (See the tables)   (Read more)
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