Indigenous Captivity and Slave Labour in Canadian Prisons Today
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subjected to force by guards, and that they
“accounted for 45% of all self-injury incidents in federal prisons.”3
In terms of prison labour, the “maximum inmate payment” for eight hours
work is $6.90. Despite inflation and increased costs paid by inmates, this amount
has not changed in 35 years. Because 80%
of a prisoner’s wages are deducted for
food, accommodation and telephone administration fees, etc., the maximum “net
daily pay” is only $1.95. However, fewer
than 9% receive even this paltry sum. A
typical offender, says Sapers, works six
hours a day for 30 cents an hour.4 In short,
Canadian prisons use slave labour.

Fall 2017 (Issue # 69) Press for Conversion!

43

