C .. Press for

odlition to Conversion!

O ose the 191 James St.

pp Ottawa ON

K1R 5M6

A rms (new address)

Web: http://coat.ncf.ca

T rade Email: overcoat@rogers.com
Dear reader,

Pressfor Conversion! isback. 1ssue#68 introducesatheory of socia control and socia changethat triesto make sense
of Canada scenturies-long history of masscivilian captivity—from the physica confinement of reservationsand internment
campsto theendaving mythsand narrativesthat continueto define and constrain us.

Researching thisissue hasbeen an eye-opening experience. The process hasforced meto question and even reject some
of my beliefsabout Canadian history. Inparticular, I’ ve had to revisemy understanding of therole played by progressives
inshaping our collectivehigtory. For morethan 50 years, startinginthe 1950s, my parentswere engaged in many struggles
for peace and socid justice. And, asactivistsworking within Canada s social democratic tradition, they passed onthis
movement’srespect for such revered Social Gospel heroesasRev.J.S.Woodsworth, theillustri-

ousfounder and long-timefirst |eader of the Cooperative Commonweal th Federation (CCF), the Please ...
party that gavebirthtotheNDPin 1961. Fortunately, | wasa so raised with ahealthy skepticism

of mainstream politicsand religion, by parentswho embraced the socialist Waffle movement :
withintheNDP, and theathel st strain within the Unitarianreligion. D SU bSCI' | be

Thisissue of COAT’smagazinelooks at some of the systemic abusesinflicted on Aboriginal D Renew
peoples, non-western Europeans and radical socialists, who wereframed as obstaclesto the D Donate
progressof Canada's nation-building project. Also examined arethecaptivating narrativesof the

Socid Gospe movement, and those of J.S.Woodsworth in particular, which wereinstrumental in D Or der
justifying Canada’s state-sponsored programsof cultural genocide and masscivilianinternment. extra COpi es

Canada’'shistory isfilled with examplesof proud citizenswho averted their gaze and stood by

withfolded arms, ascrimina programs—Iikekidnapping and forced confinement in Indian resi- T h an kS'
dentia schools—werecarried out intheir name. Itisasothestory of progressiveswhorolled up

their deevesand took leading rolesto promote, administer and cover up thisgenocide, becausethey convinced themselves
that what they weredoing wasright. Inshort, itisthe story of good people doing bad thingsfor all theright reasons.

Thistragic pattern of history continuesto repest itself. For example, many mainstream peace, human rights, devel opment
groupsand political parties—including theLiberals, Conservatives, NDP and Greens—are pushing a Canadian-inspired,
UN doctrine called the“Responsibility to Protect” (R2P). For years, thisLiberal government-sponsoredinitiative has
been used to promote US- and NATO-led bombing missions, invasions, occupati ons and regime changesthat have been
disguised to look like humanitarian operations. Meanwhile, R2P has been denounced by thosewho seeitisan effort to
institutionalisethe age-old process of creating publicly-acceptabl e pretextsto camouflageimperia warsasif they were
being waged to defend the poor victimsof oppression. Asmore and more people seethrough thisdeceptive smokescreen
and denounce R2Pfor what it is, future generationswill be better able to look back on us and say “ What were they
thinking? They should have known better!” Unfortunately, by thenit will betoo late.

Another so-cdled peaceinitiative, pushed by most of theworld’ stop weapons-producing governments, isthe benevol ent-
sounding, UN “ArmsTrade Treaty” (ATT). Whileitsgod isto stop what thetreaty’sstate backerscall “illicit” armssales,
they havenointerest in curbingthemuch-larger, “legal” trafficinwegpons. TheAT T’ sstate sponsors—being the unassail ed,
global leaders of war profiteering—uwill continue unabated to wage wars and sell weaponsto thelir repressive, proxy
regimesaroundtheworld. Theimportant job of inspiring public support for theATT hasfalentolarge” non-governmenta”
groups—many of which areheld hostage by major funding from thetreaty’ sgovernment sponsors. These“NGOS’ include



Amnesty International, Human RightsWatch, Oxfam and the church-based Project Ploughshares. (Thelatter received at
least $125,000 of their $3.4 million in government contracts, between 2005 and 2012, towork ontheATT.)

Opposing theso-called“legd” tradeinweapons, and theimperia warsthey fud, is—at best—aSisyphean exercise. This
task ismadeall themoredifficult when progressive groups (state-financed or not) becomeinvolvedinthevery processes
that they seethemselves as opposing. Whileactivistsin many movementsfocus on exposing, lobbying and protesting the
excesses of our government and its corporate allies, another approachisaso needed. For example, anti-war activists
need to take up the very difficult burden of stopping their peace movement colleaguesfrom being drawn into alluring but
counterproductive government programs, like R2Pandthe ATT. Theideathat we should raiseawarenessamong fellow
progressives may be countered by thosewho say wearejust “preaching to the converted.” Othersmay react that such
effortsarerude or disrespectful to the good work of our fellow activists. But, looking back on our history, would it not
have been better if Social Gospellershad opposed their church’sresidentia schools, instead of supporting thisgenocide?

Maingtream activists need to facethe harsh redity that throughout history, well-meaning peopl e have unwittingly been co-
optedinto aiding and abetting harmful Stateprograms. Infact, large systemic crimesagainst peace and humanity arefar too
complex to becarried out by small, covert groups of deranged sociopaths. Such huge crimesrequirethe participation of
many peopleheld hostagewithinlarge, highly-respected captiveingitutions, whether they areworking inthehalowed hdls
of government, within the bounds of acorporate salary or are occupied by some commitment to ahigher caling.

Many progressives have been trapped by anational narrative of Canadian exceptionalism that haslong portrayed this
country asa“ Peaceable Kingdom.” All too many arestill gripped by theintoxicating, Liberal myththat military “ Peace-
keeping” will inevitably spread our wholesome*“ Canadian values® abroad. Thisnoble-sounding mission—to “uplift”
thoselessfortunatethan oursel ves—has deep culturd rootsin what many Anglo-Protestant Canadiansusedtocdl “ Chrigtian
values.” Thismissionary gpproachto cultural assimilation waspart of aracist, xenophobicideology that wasused tojustify
what itsproponentsdescribed ascivilising, Christianising and Canadianising theforeign “ strangerswithinour gates.” This
strident ethnocentrism hasbeen useful in convincing progressive Canadiansthat they arejustifiedinimposing their beliefs
and practices on those seen aslessdevel oped, and even lesshuman, than themsealves: culturaly, spiritually and politicaly.

Whileindividuals can beimprisoned behind bars, wallsor barbed wire, and fettered asdaveswith chainsand manacles,
therearefar more effective ways of holding large numbers of peoplein place. The most efficient means of capturing
peopl € sheartsand mindsisfor institutionsto evolve spellbinding narrativesthat combineanarcissismthat flatterstheir
senseof culturd, nationd or ethnic superiourity, withaparanoid view of outsiders. Captiveingtitutionsdo thisby rewarding
and promoting thosewho exce at cresting, adapting and disseminating these visions of social identity. Theindividua sbest
suited to capturetheir group’sidentity myths, arethosewho themsal ves are deeply entranced by the socid fictionsthat they
articulate. They soon becomethe most effective guardians, gatekeepers and spokespeoplefor their socia groups.

Since 1990, Pressfor Conversion! hastried to expose Canadian peace myths. While Canadians|oveto criticise our
warmongering heighbour to the south, and highlight our peaceful image, thisrequiresturningablind eyeto our complicity in
many USwars. During the 1990s, the Libera’ sblockaded Iraqwith warships, thushelping tokill 1.5 million children under
theageof five. Canadianshowever aremorelikely to recal the Liberd’srolein banning landmines, which Canadadid not
produce, export or use. Thus cloaked, the Liberalsincreased Canadian arms exports to the worst warmongers and
human-rightsabusersaroundtheworld. After joining NATO's* humanitarianbombing” of Yugodaviain 1999, theLiberds
hel pedingal aregimeof Afghanwarlordsin 2001. Through CIDA, the Libera senlisted peace and devel opment groupsto
support the 2004 coup and occupation of Haiti which was sold as Canadian peacekeeping. Thestill-prevailing myth that
the Liberalsrefused tojointhelrag War in 2003 isasludicrous asthe fal sehood that they said no to Star Warsin 2005.

Now, with aLiberal government back in power, mainstream peace activistsare once again being ensnared in the compel -
ling myths of Canadian exceptionalism. Sincere, well-meaning progressives must guard against faling into new and im-
proved narrativetrapsthat sell war aspeace, and brand our nation’smasssocia delusionsasif they werethe gospel truth.

Cheers B f P.S. Anything you can do to help promotethisissue of Pressfor Conversion! would
and thanks, begreat! Please make adonation, get copiesfor distribution, send emailstofriends,
Richard Sanders citethematerial inarticles, blogsor classes, and link to COAT onlineat coat.ncf.ca



