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By Richard Sanders

A
fter a year as president of the

Haitian-Canadian Chamber of

Commerce and Industry

(HCCCI), Robert Hans Tippenhauer

became Haiti’s “ambassador” to

Canada.  Although Canada should

never have accepted his “Letters of Cre-

dence,” Governor General Adrienne

Clarkson, welcomed him with smiles.1

Although Haiti’s constitution

states that only elected presidents can

appoint ambassadors (with the approval

by Haiti’s senate), Tippenhauer was

recognized as ambassador at an offi-

cious Rideau-Hall event on June 29,

2005.2  The regime he represented  was

unlawful and could not therefore legally

appoint him as Haiti’s ambassador.

While trying to slip away from

the ceremony, Tippenhauer was button-

holed by St. Vil who questioned him

about the legitimacy of his ambassador-

ship. Caught off guard, he replied, “this

is an exceptional case because we do

not have a government—at that time.

We did not have an elected govern-

ment.” St. Vil then pressed the case fur-

ther by flashing a highlighted copy of

Haiti’s constitution, to which Tippen-

hauer stuttered: “As it now stands, the

Constitution is somewhat ...uh! An ex-

ception was made.”4

Besides heading an elitist Hai-

tian-Canadian business association,

what actually qualified Tippenhauer to

be the illegal regime’s “ambassador” to

one of its occupying powers? Writer/

activist Anthony Fenton fills in some

aspects of Tippenhauer’s background

and the pedigree that made him more

than acceptable to the Canadian gov-

ernment:

“Prior to the February 29, 2004,

ouster of democratically-elected

President Jean Bertrand Aristide,

Tippenhauer was Jamaica’s honor-

ary consul in Haiti. His ideological

leanings were apparent on March 15,

2004, when he ‘resigned in protest

against the decision by the Jamaican

government to host...Aristide, which

he reportedly described as a ‘slap in

the face’ to the Haitian people.’”

(Radio Galaxie, March 17, 2004.)4

Jamaica’s affront, in Tippen-

hauer’s view, was to allow Haiti’s le-

gitimate president to be reunited—on

Jamaican soil—with his two, young

daughters.5 Aristide had not seen them

since he was kidnapped and flown to

the Central African Republic by U.S.

Marines in late February 2004.

Such posturing reveals Tippen-

hauer’s ideological kinship with his

well-known nephew and namesake,

Hans Tippenhauer, a Haitian “sweat-

shop magnate” who was spokesman for

the U.S.-funded Group of 184 which

played a central role in rallying Haiti’s

business class (and their foreign allies)

against Aristide prior to the coup. (See

pages 47-49.) The Group 184 was

“prominently led by two other white

businessmen operating sweatshops in

Haiti, Charles Henri Baker and the

American Andre Apaid.”5

During the 2006 presidential

campaign, Hans Tippenhauer was

“working with the campaign of Charles

Henri Baker,”6 an industrialist widely

“considered the main candidate of the

wealthy elite,” who reportedly won “7.9

percent of the vote.”7

Along with Baker and Apaid,

Hans Tippenhauer led Haiti’s so-called

“Democratic Convergence.” He was

also a member of the right-wing, Wash-

ington-based Center for Strategic and

International Studies’ “Caribbean Lead-

ership group,” and the National Asso-

ciation of Producers and the Manufac-

turers’ Association of Haiti.8 and a ma-

jor investor in the first joint U.S.-Hai-

tian investment bank, PromoCapital.9

Despite these elitist credentials,

the Washington Post passed him off as

a spokesman for Haiti’s masses. In late

February 2004, as the U.S.-armed and

trained rebel force ran roughshod over

Haiti thereby creating a pretext for the

U.S./Canada/France-led invasion and

coup, Tippenhauer was quoted as say-

ing, “The Haitian people’s voice today

is very clear; they want Aristide to

leave.” And, according to Tippenhauer,

Haitians greeted the deathsquad-linked

rebels as “freedom fighters.”10

This catchphrase, which Presi-

dent Reagan used to great effect two

decades ago to describe counter-revo-

lutionary (contra) terrorists in Nicara-

gua and Afghanistan, was soon being

applied to Haitian rebels by none other

than Haiti’s de facto Prime Minister

Latortue, who echoed Tippenhauer’s

choice of terms “in front of then Cana-

dian Ambassador to the Organization

of American States, David Lee.”11
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