1941: World War II

Context

U.S. fascists opposed President Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR)
from the start. In 1933, “America’s richest businessmen
werein apanic. Roosevelt intended to conduct a massive
redistribution of wealth...[and it] had to be stopped at all
costs. The answer was a military coup...secretly financed
and organized by leading officers of the Morgan and du
Pont empires.” A top Wall Street conspirator, Gerald
MacGuire, said: “We need a fascist government in this
country...to save the nation from the communi stswho want
to tear it down and wreck all that we have built.” %

The Committee on Un-American Activities said:
“Sworn testimony showed that the plotters represented no-
table families— Rockefeller, Mellon, Pew, Pitcairn, Hutton
and great enterprises— Morgan, Dupont, Remington, Ana-
conda, Bethlehem, Goodyear, GMC, Swift, Sun.”¥

FDR aso faced “isolationist” sentiments from such
millionaires, who shared Hitler’ s hatred of communism and
had financed Hitler’'s rise to power, as George Herbert
Walker and Prescott Bush, predecessors of the current presi-
dent.® William R.Hearst, newspaper magnate and mid-
wife of the war with Spain, actually employed Hitler, Mus-
solini and Goering as writers. He met Hitler in 1934 and
used Readers’ Digest and his 33 newspapersto support fas-
cism and to oppose America's entry into the war.*

The U.S.S California burns after
the Japanese attack of Pear| Harbor.

Pretext Incident
On December 7, 1941, Japanese bombers attacked the U.S.
Pacific Fleet in Pearl Harbour, Hawaii, killing about 2,460.4°
FDR, and his closest advisors, not only knew of the attack
in advance and did not prevent it, they actually took delib-
erate actions to provokeit. Lt. Arthur McCollum, head of
the Far East desk for U.S. Navy intelligence, wrote a de-
tailed eight-step plan on October 7, 1940 that was designed
to provoke an attack. FDR immediately set thiscovert plan
in motion. Soon after implementing the final step, Japan
attacked Pearl Harbour. (See “Smoking Gun,” page 11.)
After meeting FDR on October 16, 1941, Secretary
of War Henry Stimson wrote: “We face the delicate ques-
tion of the diplomatic fencing to be done so as to be sure
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On December 8, 1941, the day after the
bombing of Pear| Harbour, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the U.S.

declaration of war on Japan.

Japan is put into the wrong and makes the first bad move
— overt move.”#

In Day of Deceit: The Truth about FDR and Pearl
Harbor, Robert Stinnett notes: “On November 15, 1941,...
[Japanese] Admiral Yamamoto's forces moved to the at-
tacking points, both for the Philippines and Pearl Harbor,
and Wake and Guam.... General George Marshall, ...the
Army's Chief of Staff, called in Washington bureau chiefs
of the major newspapers...and magazines. This included
the New York Times, the New York Herald Tribune,
Newsweek and Time magazines, pledged these bureau chiefs
to secrecy, and told them that we had broken the Japanese
codes, and expected war to start in the first week of Decem-
ber, 1941. The Genera obviously had... a decoded mes-
sage from the Japanese Chief of Naval Operations, who on
November 5 said that war would start with England, The
Netherlands and Americathe first week of December. This
was amessage intercepted in Hawaii, not given to Admiral
Kimmel [commander of the U.S. Fleet based at Pearl Har-
bour] or General Short [head of the U.S. Army defense on
Hawaii], but given to General Marshall in Washington.”+

On November 25, after meeting with FDR, Stimson
wrote: “ The question was. how we should maneuver them
[the Japanese] into the position of firing the first shot.”+

The U.S. had cracked Japanese diplomatic and mili-
tary codes®® A Top Secret Army Board report (October
1944), shows that the U.S. military knew “the probable ex-
act hour and date of the attack.”#¢ On November 29, 1941,
the Secretary of State revealed to a reporter that the at-
tack’stime and place was known. Thisforeknowledge was
reported in the New York Times (Dec. 8, 1941).%
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Follow Up

On the day after Pearl
Harbour was bombed,
FDR signed the U.S.
declaration of war on
Japan. With mediasup-
port, “Remember Pearl
Harbour!” became an
American rallying cry.
On December 11, Ger-
many and Italy declared

In the “fateful period between Nov. 27
and Dec. 6, 1941,...numerous pieces of
information came to our State, War and
Navy Departments in all of their top ranks
indicating precisely the intentions of the
Japanese including the probable exact
hour and date of the attack.”

Source: Excerpt, Top Secret Report, Army Pearl Harbor
Board, Oct. 20, 1944, from Pear| Harbor Attack, Part 39.
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"Smoking Gun": Provoking the Pear| Harbour Attack

By Robert B. Stinnett, author, Day of
Deceit: The Truth about FDR and
Pear| Harbor (1999).

ermany, Italy and Japan signed a
mutual assistance treaty on Sep-
tember 27, 1940. Ten dayslater, Lieu-
tenant Commander Arthur McCollum,
a U.S. Naval officer in the Office of
Naval Intelligence (ONI), saw an op-
portunity to counter the U.S. isolation-
ist movement by provoking Japan into
astate of war with the U.S,, triggering
the mutual assistance provisions of the
Tripartite Pact, and bringing America
into World War 1.
Memoriaized in McCollum’s
secret memo dated October 7, 1940,
and recently obtained through the Free-
dom of Information Act, the ONI pro-
posal called for eight provocations
aimed at Japan. Its centerpiece was
keeping the might of the U.S. Fleet
based in the Territory of Hawaii as a
lure for a Japanese attack.

Source: “December 7, 1941: A Setup
fromthe Beginning,” Honolulu Adver-
tiser, December 7, 2000.

Arthur McCollum's Secret Memo

rthur McCollum’s five-page after the U.S. implemented step H, Ja-
memo was submitted to Navy  pan attacked Pearl Harbour.

Captains Walter Anderson and Dudley Here is McCollum’s summary
Knox, two of President Roosevelt's  of the secret, eight-step plan to pro-
most trusted military advisors. Soon  voke the Japanese to attack the U.S.:

A Make an arrangement with Britain for the use of British basesin the
Pacific, particularly Singapore.

B Make an arrangement with Holland for base facilities and acquisition
of suppliesin the Dutch East Indies.

C Giveadll possibleaid to the Chinese government of Chiang Kai-Shek.

D Sendadivision of long range heavy cruisersto the Orient, Philippines
or Singapore.

E Send two divisions of submarinesto the Orient.

F Keepthemain strength of the U.S. Fleet now inthe Pacificinthevicin-
ity of the Hawaiian Islands.

G Insist that the Dutch refuse Japanese demandsfor undue economic con-
cessions, particularly oil.

H

Completely embargo all U.S. trade with Japan, in collaboration with
the similar embargo imposed by the British Empire.

Lieutenant Commander McCollum concludedhis  Source: Excerpted from
memo by stating: scanned photographs of the
“1f by these means Japan could beledto com-  origina document that can
mit an overt act of war, so much thebetter. At~ be seen online at: <www.
al eventswemust befully preparedtoaccept ~ Whatreallyhappened.com/
the threat of war.” McCollum>
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