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At the end of World War II,
Kurds in northern Iran briefly
set up their own republic. But

the government in Tehran soon
crushed this experiment, with the back-
ing of the U.S. and Britain.

In the early 1970s, as tensions
between Iran and its neighbor Iraq in-
creased, U.S. Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger agreed to support a plan de-
vised by the Shah of Iran to encourage
an uprising by Kurds in Iraq. By 1975,
Kissinger had secretly channeled $16
million in military aid to the Kurds,
who believed that Washington was fi-
nally supporting their right to self-de-
termination.

But the following year, the U.S.
House Select Committee on Intelli-
gence issued the Pike report, which
revealed that the U.S. never had any
intention of supporting a Kurdish state.
“Documents in the Committee’s pos-
session clearly show that the President
[Richard Nixon], Dr. Kissinger and the
foreign head of state [the Shah of Iran]
hoped that our clients [the Kurds]
would not prevail,” the report con-
cluded. “They preferred instead that
the insurgents simply continue a level
of hostilities sufficient to sap the re-
sources of our ally’s neighboring coun-
try [Iraq]. This policy was not imparted
to our clients, who were encouraged
to continue fighting.”

However, in 1975, after Iran
and Iraq resolved their border dispute
at the summit of the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries,
the Iraqi government was told that U.S.
support for the Kurds would now be
withdrawn. The Iraqis immediately
launched an aggressive campaign
against Kurdish rebels. “The insur-
gents were clearly taken by surprise,”
the congressional Pike Commission

reported. “Their adversaries, knowing
of the impending aid cut-off, launched
an all-out search-and-destroy cam-
paign the day after the agreement [with
Iran] was signed. The autonomy move-
ment was over, and our former clients
scattered before the [Iraqi] central gov-
ernment’s superior forces.”

As Iraq wiped out the remain-
ing rebels, the Kurdish leader Mustafa
Barzani sent a message to Kissinger.
“Our movement and people are being
destroyed in an unbelievable way, with
silence from everyone.... We feel, your
excellency, that the United States has
a moral and political responsibility to-
wards our people, who have commit-
ted themselves to your country’s
policy.” Kissinger, however, thought
otherwise, and sent no reply.

According to the Pike report,
“Over 200,000 refugees managed to
escape into Iran. Once there however,
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neither the United States nor Iran ex-
tended adequate humanitarian assist-
ance. In fact, Iran was later to forcibly
return over 40,000 of the refugees, and
the United States government refused
to admit even one refugee into the
United States by way of political asy-
lum, even though they qualified for
such admittance.”

As usual, Kissinger had no
trouble justifying this cold-hearted
behavior. “Covert action,” he ex-
plained to a congressional staffer,
“should not be confused with mission-
ary work.” As the Pike report con-
cluded, “Even in the context of covert
actions, ours was a cynical enterprise.”

Source: “The West’s long record of
betrayal: Will a U.S. war free the
Kurds?” January 17, 2003. <www.
socialistworker.org/2003-1/436/436_
10_Kurds.shtml>
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 DOUBLE HOOK BOOK SHOP

OPEN:
Mon.-Wed. 9:30-5:30
Thurs., Fri.  9:30-8:00
Sat.  9:30-5:00

1235A Greene Ave.,
Montreal, PQ,

CANADA  H3Z 2A4

Tel.: (514) 932-5093  •  Fax: (514) 932-1797

SPECIAL ORDERS WELCOMED.
We send books anywhere in the world.

Specialists in Canadian books since 1974
carrying books on Peace & the Environment.

Would you
be willing to serve
in the military and

possibly go into
zones of conflict

and war?

Are you willing to pay for war?
Canada supports the rights of conscientious
objectors (COs) to not serve in the military.

In the modern world, it is our money that
goes to war and military through taxation.
COs think of this as “fiscal conscription.”

For more information on redirecting mili-
tary taxes to peaceful purposes:

Conscience Canada Inc.
901-70 Mill St., Toronto ON  M5A 4R1

consciencecanada@sympatico.ca
www.consciencecanada.ca


